Social work ethics in the practice arena: a qualitative study.
This paper is a report of an exploratory qualitative study that examined the role that social work ethics plays in informing social work behavior, as compared to other influences of an extra-ethical nature. The paper begins with a review of the literature exploring how ethical principles are utilized in professional practice. A discussion of the methodology focuses upon the choice of a qualitative design. Excerpts from participants' responses to a fictional case history are presented and discussed. The reader is offered an understanding of the area of study through access to the "natural flow" of thoughts presented in the excerpts. This research demonstrates how ethical principles, as codified in the N.A.S.W. Code of Ethics, can be effective in informing practice decisions.